
 
 
 
Aquatics Weather Policy 
 
Many factors determine our ability to open/close the pools when faced with abrupt inclement weather situations.  Our 
intention is to keep patrons safe and provide a positive experience at our facilities.  
 
What is inclement weather?  
Inclement weather for Gahanna aquatics includes the following: 

 Temperatures below 70 degrees Fahrenheit according to The Weather Channel for Gahanna, Ohio.  
 Persistent rain showers or wind that decreases visibility enough to prevent lifeguards from viewing the bottom 

of the pool. 
 Thunder/Lightning is heard or seen by staff or patrons. 
 A tornado warning is issued in our region of Franklin County. 

 
How weather affects opening for the day: 
When any of the aforementioned inclement weather conditions are present prior to or at the time of opening we will 
close both facilities until 4pm. We reevaluate at 3pm and plan to reopen at 4pm if conditions are more favorable.  On 
Fridays & Saturdays we reevaluate at 2pm for opening at 3pm. 
 
How weather affects the pool during operating hours: 
 If heavy rains, thunder and/or lightning occur, we will clear the pool immediately and remain closed for 30 minutes 
before ANYONE may reenter the water.  The pools must remain cleared for a full 30 minutes after the last 
thunder/lightning occurrence. 
 

 If heavy rains, thunder and/or lightning occur: 
 Before 2pm and continues for 2 hours we will close for the morning and reevaluate at 3pm and plan to 

reopen at 4pm if conditions are more favorable. 
 After 6pm and continues for more than 60 minutes we will close for the evening and reopen as scheduled the 

following day. 
 

If a severe weather is approaching, we will move staff and patrons to designated storm shelters. 
 Designated storm shelters are the front and back bathrooms and the guard shack. 
 Patrons are encouraged to seek shelter in our facility but are permitted to leave under their own volition.  
 Staff is to make sure that all patrons are safe inside one of the designated storm shelters. 
 Communicating emergency details will take place only through the MOD. 
 All staff and patrons will not move from designated shelters until the tornado sirens stop, the storm has 

passed, and the MOD has given an all clear. 
 
 
The weather policy is a guideline and certain exceptions may apply in given situations. For the most up to date 
opening/closing information please contact the Department of Parks & Recreation at 614.342.4250 or visit 
www.gahanna.gov.  

http://www.gahanna.gov/

